THE CONSTITUTION OF MAN            9l
Ans. Nothing really dies. A cell is an aggregate of
lives, as each particle which goes to the making up of the
cell is a life; and even when the cell is broken up, these
lives cannot be destroyed but go to the making up of other
forms. Similar is the case with the whole body which is
made up of innumerable cells, each with a life of its own;
the combined life of all the cells making up the life or body-
consciousness of the whole physical vehicle, which may be
the physical elemental, spoken of before. All that takes
place at death is that the (I' consciousness which was
manifesting through the body during the man's life on the
physical plane merely slips out of that body; it cannot
die, as the real man is immortal. The death of the physi-
cal body occurs when, with the withdrawal of the life-
energy, the many lives (microbes), kept under control in
the form of the bod}7 by that life-energy, go their own
separate ways, as the soldiers of an army disbanded by a
General go their respective ways, and what we call decay
sets in. The body is equally alive in both the cases that
we call living and dead. When considered as living, it
has a particular organised form controlled by the life-
energy or Prana ; when called dead, it is equally alive in
the form of separate microbes, though owing to the with-
drawal of the life-energy its outward form no longer
persists. Our ordinary test of a living or dead thing is
movement, and if the body were really dead, there should
be no movement of putrefaction or the growth of hair on
the body after the man had finally left that vehicle.
Q. Now what is the ethetic double ?
Ans. The etheric double is so called as it is composed
of the matter of the four ethers, i.e,, the four finer sub-
planes of the physical, and is an exact double or counter-
part of the physical gross body, particle by particle, its

